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Conferences on Baptiſm. 
CONFERENCE I. 


Quæriſt. Ms. Apologiſt, how do you do? I re- 
Joice to find you at hoeme.— I hope you are in health 
and at leiſure: for I have come to fee you, for the 
purpoſe of conferring with you upon ſome ſabjects 
which, at preſent, exerciſe my mind, 

Apologiſt. 1 thank you, Sir, I am in health and at 
your ſeryice: and ſhall, with pleaſure, converſe on 
any ſubject you deſire, hoping it may be for our 
mutual edifi cation. 

9 My mind, of late, Sir, has been attentive to re- 
ligious ſubjeQs, and I think it is time for me to fix 
my ſentiments, and adopt ſome regular mode of re- 
ligious practice. But when I reflect on the different 
principles which are embraced by religious ptofeſ- 
ſors, I am embarraſſed, and can hardly facials my- 
ſelf, which is moſt agreeable to ſcripture, 

A. No doubt, Sir, religious ſubjects are too much 
neglected by us all. And it is particularly to be la- 
mented, that the profeſſors of religion, who ſhould 
be of ihe ſame mind and judgment, ace ſo divided in 
their ſentiments, as to perplex and diſcourage thoſe 
who wiſh not to balt between to opinions; but to be 
eſtabliſhed in the docttines and practice of the goſpel. 
Bur what are the points which exerciſe your mind? 

My mind, Sir, is not ſo much exerciſed about 
the principal doctrines of faith, as about the admin- 
iſtration of divine ordinances; and eſpecially the 
ſubjefts of baptiſm. Indeed, Sir, I was brought up in 
che belief, that none but believers ſhould be baptiics 
but lately, ſo much has been {aid in favour of infant 
baptiſm, that I begin to think it may be ſcriptural z 


yet 


- WW 


yet having many ebje&ion and doubts bon it, 1 
determined to pay you a viſit, and, with your leave, 
propoſe them, wiſhing to hear what you may ſay in 
anſwer to them, and by what arguments you vindi- 4 
cate it, that I may be better able to determine which 
is right, and conduct accordingly. | 
A. It is prudent for us to be very deliberate in 
fixing our opinions, and a candid, impartial conſid- 
eration, of the obgeEtions againſt any principle, and 
the arguments in favour of it, will be a happy mean 
of enabling us to embtace our principles vnderftand- 
ingly and judiciouſly, and prevent our being car- 
| ried atvay - with every | wind of aofrine— Though 
probably you much miſtake in applying to me, on 
this'octafion ; yet fance you have done it, if you 
pleaſe to propoſe your difficulties, I will offer my 
thovghts, hoping they may afford you relief. 
lt the baptiſm of infants was to obtain in the 
ohriſtian church, it! is ſtrange to me, that nothing is 
ſaid about it in the New Teftament, where directions 
are given for the adminiſtration of ſacred ordinances. 
I ſhovld have thopght, that then all ſuch ſubjects 
would bave been fo cleatly ſtated, that there could 
have been no doubts or diſputes, about points of 
ſuch importance, in the chriſtiaa church; but ſtace 
there ate no intimations concerning the baptiſm of 
bündig the direct iong which Chrift gave the 


apofiti:s, I cannot but 1 the warrancablenel 
of that practice. | 


A. This objection 1 ia (eaſily removed, if we 
allow, that the ſeal of God's covenant, at that time, 


was affixed to children; but neither you, nor any 
other perſon, will queſtion this. No ſubject is more 
clearly expreſſed in ſcripture, than that circumci. 
ſion, which was the ſeal of the covenant, between 
God and his people, was ee to children, 
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from the time that God erected his church in Abra. 
ham, till the aſcenſion of Chriſt. As this was the 
original appointment of God, and the conſtant prac- 
tice of his people, it was wholly unneceſſary for 


Chriſt to ſay any thing about it to his diſciples, un - 
1% be defizned to alter it, being already fully eftab- 


liſhed and . known :“ So that I think, rhe 
ſilence of Chriſt about this ſubject, equal to a decla- 

ration, that he deſigaed to make nter atian in this 
practice, This opinion is conficmed by his conduct 
ia other inſtances, where he changed the inſtitutions 
of his worſhip, He appointed his ſupper in the 
place of the paſſyver—and baptiſm, to be the initi- 


ating ſeal in his kingdom; and if he deſigned to ex- 
clude the children of bzlievingparents, who had been 


united in covenant with them, might we not have 
ex gected, that he would have given ſome intimation 


of it to his diſciples? But as he gave no directions 
about them, may wWernot conſider his ſilence as a: 
tacit declaration, implying, chat itheit ſtate was al- 


ready adjuſted, fobjadhcolheinttpetond IV! 4 tk 
9. Bury Sir, it ſeems tome othat the directions 
be gave the apoſtles, are ſo confined, as to make it 


unnecefſiry to ſay any thing about them The ex- 
.clufion of infants, in general, from baptiſm, is im- 


plied in the rules he preſetibed tor cheir condutt. 
He authorifed them to preach the gaſpel to- duery 


creature; commandiag them to baptizd thoſt' who 


believed, and this was as inuch as to for bid their 


| rg any wheraliered not. If infants appear- 


97 ed 

* When civil contticnionp are eeitablished by: public drehen. the arti- 
cles, or terms, are always inding, till they . publickly altered, or re- 
pealed i If this w—_ * as true in divige Frey ar 53 it Is in hu- 
man, if we produce a divine preceps for, ghe:ad mini of che ſeal of 
God's 8 to "children, ;t will Cindi, ce prac A e till dec iſiv e 
evidence is produced, that this precept is diſannulled / As therefore we 
have indiſputable evidence, chat infancs were once united with their pa- 


rents, in their relation to God, it —_— thoſe who now exclude them, io 


prove eltat this prece pt has been repealed. 
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ed to believe, they were to baptize them : if not, ta 
with- hold baptiſm from them : ſo that there was no 
need of ſaying any thing about them in particular. 
A, Perhaps we ſhall moſt eaſily perceive how they 
would underſtand theſe points, by putting ourſelves 
in their place. Let us for once ſuppoſe, that we 
are James and Ihn — have been taught to look to 
Abraham, as the mon father of our nation had 
the covenant and phomiſe made to him, explained to 
us--- been taught, that Hod required all parents, on 
the ſeveteſt pena ty, to circumciſe their,children a. 
have ſeen this univerſally practiſed - and have cir- 
cumciſed gut owa. Let vs, further ſuppoſe, that 
Christ is po on earth---tbag, wg are among bis diſ. 
ciples--- Have accom panjed him ia all his journies 
ſeen him much diſpleaſed wich us for rebuking pa- 
rents.” 265 brought their children for his blefſing--- 
and heard him ſay, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, ang Frag (Rap not : gag of ſuch is the kingdom 
of Heaven. 1 Vb us now receive his direction to 
preach ard 19550 and, when we oblerve, that he 
ſays nothing abou children, ſhall we not conclude, 
that he fl ill connects them with their parents, as he 
always had dove ? and that what he ſays about be- 
lievirg and being baptized, reſpe cts thoſe other per- 
ions, who way unite with us, in acknowledgiog him 
0 88 c. Meſſiah, as a,revival of the old la, 
which, ig this reſpect, was yet to be in force, ſo that 
there ſuculd be one law and one manner, to the bome born, 
and to the ftranger.. c And ate not theſe conjec- 
tures firongly lupported by their immediate prac- 
tice? Had they underſtooc the direction of Chriſt, 
ta have deſizpyed all connection between patents, 
and their chifdren, WA we not have expected, that 
they would haue avoidec all exprefions that had a 


2.2 er a . | tendency 
ve 45 ; 5+. $013 BILLY 7; a k 
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tendency to preſerve the ancient idea, of parents, and 
their ſeid but is there any appearance of this ? — 
Do they not expreſsly improve the ancient covenant 
and promile, as a motive to induce their hearers to 
a compliance with the goſpel—T be promiſe is to you, | 
and your children. Je are the children of the prophets, f 
and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, | | 
ſaying to Abraham, And in thy ſeed fall all the kindreds | 
of the ear;h be bleſſed: a And wovld Hot their hearers 1 
conſider this, as giving apoſtòlic ſanction to the | 
covenant with Ara under the goſpel Aspen g 
lation??? | 
And whether there be not as muck evidence, that | 
the apoſtles praftiſed,” av: that they refuſed, iafant 1 
baptiſm, may be the ſubject of a furure enquiry. 


} 
{1 

Sir, I have not attended to the argument ia Ul 

this light z but will endeavour to conſider it N | 
tially. S I 
A. Allow me to logge ſt cue though rfytther 1 upon 1 
it, before we dülmiße t 11 — oe 77095 vety fond 1 
of their cuſtoms, and every tempt 8 Il 
change them, excited their Pp 15 This pt pro- 1 
cured the martyrdom of Stephen; 3 and they perle 1 
cuted the apoſtle Paul, fot bringing Grecks i into the " 
temple.c It is evident, that every idoovAtion Was | 


* real ti and they per ſecuted the auth, 1 | 
ſevering zeal and violence new! there rg | 1 
"the ko : 


any privilege, of greater account with the 
that of having thelr*children united with them, 
their covenant rene with God.. ſcarce a hb. 


70 ; ject 
In this light, there was a moſt tas been in ehis'« arg ment, which b 

at one view, preſented all che bieflings and priuileges of V Thy s people, as 

a motive to induce their corapliance with the. gafpel. tHe will be hard 

to digeſt the propriety of it on the other 882 on eh it will tand 

thus; Repent — for ye ate the children of the; covenant which God has 

now diſaunulled, by which be has excluded — children from all telig - 


ions privileges, and turned them out with the he athen world. 


„Ad, U. 29, b ABs Vier, & „Ads XXYUL- 2b. 
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ject would have more highly diſguſted them, or fuf- 
niſhed them with ſuch matter for ratfiog populat 
olamour and indignation againſt the apoftles, as their 
excluſion from it: for this would have brought them to 
a level with the heathen, on whom they looked with great 
— 1 yet | 
b © by thetn,” againſt the wpoſttes, there is no 
intimation of any wneafinefs cout this, If even be- 
lievipg Jews, raifed ſuch diſſenſions about the ne- 
glect of eirewmcifioh; (Acts r 3, when at the fame 
tiene, they enjoyed baptiſm and'the Lord's ſupper; 
as to occaſion a general council, of the apoſtl Land 
elcketz, do ſetele the diſpote; and tote Peace f the 
E hel z; may we not 
of children, wovld have pioduced ſuch diſſatisfac: 
tion in the minds, and efpectally in the minds ot 
thoſe :who believed not; as ſhould have cauſed, 
leaft, ſome hint of it hut when there is not ſo ea 
28 eng wird ſaid t , in the Riſtory of thoſe times 
and tranfectjfois pduiwe nor ratibnally conclude, that 
there was d og nt e chi account; and is not 
this as much a8 t fa tRat᷑ no alteration way made; 
that children em. ne with their parehis 1 God's 
covenant ? "ne * 
New think; Sie that the conſideratiah or his 
ſubjest only gb far in ſatisfying an im rtial 
mind; that da noren were c ö witch ahetr pa- 
rents, in apoſtolic times, as they had been under the 
law ; aud I ſubmit to your” endid: determinarion, 
whether the fence of Chrift; his apoſtles and the 
Jews, wich reſpect to it fants, is not a {eh ſtronger 
argument in favour of their baßtilm. chan 0 objec- 
tion againſt t. | 
2. Bur; Sit, as haptiſm is a ſeal of faith, is ic nat 
| Improper to adminiſter it to thoſe who do not believe? 
Per ſons arrived at years of diſcretion, are capable of 
underſtading 


their - varivus complaints, 


that the erellddod 
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underſtanding the doctrines of faith, and exerciſing 
it about them, and when they profeſs repentance to- 
wards God, and faich towards Jeſus Chriſt, it is 


dren the bie. of il Ca of his covenant, Ir we 
not rejoice in his will That the ſeal ot God's cov - 
enant was once atfixed t to children, will not be diſ- 
puted by any, and I believe it will be very hard for 
any to prove, that they are got as well qualified 
now, as they were theg—and we may as well, fad. 
fault with the Jews, for citcumeißiag their children, 
5s with chriſtians for boptizing ches, As to the 
objection, that baptiſm is a ſeal of faith, and chil- 
dten have it not, and therefore ought not to be bap- 
tized, it is of equal force againſt circumciſion; for 
citcumciſion was a ſeal of faith as much as biptiſm ; 
And be, Abraham, bgieved in the Lord, and hee aun 


it 40 him for rigbtecufugſi:æ and be received dri fig nu 


circumciſian, A SK&L r THE RIGHTEOUSY £88, znr 


FaITH, 6 We may aa well reaſon, circumcifipa was 


a ſeal of faith, children did nat believe : $hecefore 

children ought not to have been citcumciſed ; bet 

is not this reaſoning agaialt the expreſsly. revealed 

will of God ?—Probadly after all, the ſeeming dif- 

ficulty ariſes from areal miſtake - Circumciſion and 

baptiſm, for 1 beg leave at preſeat, to cauſidet them 
| + Ns | both, 


a Gen, XV. 6 Rom. IV. II. 


. "3 CQO8N Tr 0 


. . 


both, as ſeals of the ſame covenant,“ ſealed the tranſ- 


* 


actions of the contracting parties, We may obtain 


the moſt juſt conceptions of it, by conſidering its 
primitive inſtitution : God ſaid to Abraham, Vall 
before me, and be thou perfect; and I will eſtabliſh my 
covenant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after ubee; 10 
bz a God to thee, and thy ſeed after thee ; ' circumciſe ihe 
fleſh of your forqſtin, and it Mall be n trken of the cove- 
nant betwixt me and eu. Ide terms of the covenant 
are here clearly ſtated, if Abraham engages to. do 
this, God promiſes to bleſa him, and be his God: 
circumciſion is now appointed the ſeat of this cove- 
nant, As a token of compliance, God requires A- 
braham to circumciſe himſelf : in doing this, he 
ſealed his faith in God's premiſtt,” and his own en- 
gagements to be the Lotd's he did the ſame, when 
he circumcifed his childten; but no reſpect was had 
to their faith; they, were paſſive ſubjects. 

A Though this nmy be plain and ſcriptural to 


you, Sirplidonetger feel ſaviyfied with your obſer- 


vations ; fyet cannot cuntradict them. I do not 
ſee the proprietþ=di-afixing baptiſm, a ſral of faith, 
to thoſe who give nd evidence of it. Ido not fee 
but that it is as proper ta baptize adults, -who do 
not believe, as children, who are deſtitute of faith. 
A. Perhaps I may not be able to ſatisfy your 
miad ; hut Jet us attend more particularly to the 
ſubje&,” And to make it as familiar as may be, I 
will- ſuppoſe my ſelf tranſacting in it. I underſtand 
it to be the will of God, that thoſe Who embrace 
the goſpel, ſnouſd publickly profeſs religion, enter 
into covenant with him, and receive baptiſm, as a 
ſeal of their faith, and engagements. Now I give 
* As the argument reſpects the lubje& of the ſeal,'not the manner of 5 


minittering it ·— if it appears, that ĩofants may be the ſubzeRs ot it-+-fe w 


will queſtion, whether it ought co be adminiſtered by circumciſion, vor 
bapti m under the goſpel. "8 541 
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up myſelt to God thro? Jeſus Chriſt, and ſeal my 
dedication in baptiſm, By this the covenant, be- 
tween God and me, is confirmed, God is now m 

God, and I am his ſervant. Now I bring my chil. 
dren, and devote them t) God in the ſame manner: 
by this I practically acknowledge that I have re-. 
ceived them, and do gow refign them to him again: 
---that he has an abſolute right to them, and 1 now 
devote them to his will: alſa their obligations to 
ſerve him, and need of his mercy - and that I do now 
eommend them to his grace thro? Jeſus, to be ſancti- 
fi ed and ſaved by his ſpitit, engaging to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition' of the Lord.“ 
(32d now receives them as an offering which I have 
made bim. He is now my Cad, and I, and my 

children are his, given and fealed. over to him in 
baptiſm : and when they ſhall give up themſelves 
to him, as I have done the covenant will ſubſiſt be- 
tween him, and them; ias it does beten him and me. 
In all this my qualifitations are cunſidered, and my 
faith is ſaaled: nothing is reſpetted in the child, 
which ista meer paſſi oe ſobject: and my faith, and 


the conſecration of myſelf to God, is renewed and 


43, 1 71 A ſzaled, 


If this be the true import and fignifi-ation of infant baptiſm, were it 
conſidered ia this ſerious lighr, it would have a happy tendengy to correct 


ſome of thoſe abules which it now luffers . few would call it — —— 


The ſubjects would c onſider it as an obligation ta become chriſtians indeed, 
rather than as making them ſ#ch-- parents would be ſo far from conſider- 
ing the mſelves as 898 duty to their children, becaule 
they bad otained baptiſm for ahem 3 that they would feel their ovliga- 
tions, to train them up in the way where in they should go, increaſed and 
confirmed: this would powerfully excite them to improve their baptiſmal 
conſecration for ſacred purpoſes---ro reſtrain their children from impious 
ways-=--to teach them the fear of the Lord---and by faith and fervent 


prayer, to recommend them to the care and bleſting of the fatber of mer- 


cies. Should parents faithfully praRiſe theſe duties, would it not afford a 
leaſing proſpeR, char cheir children wauld bs a generation to ſerve the 
ord, when they should be ſleeping in the duſt: Let parents then, ſcriouſ- 

ly conſt ler their facred obligarions, and be exhorced to fulfil them, by all 

the weighty and moving arguments drawn from the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience. their own cointoit, the pretent and ſuture cternal good of their 
dc:vved offspring. | 
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ſealed, every time I bein a child to baptiſm, juſt ay 
they are, when I attend the Lord's ſupper. So thax 
baptiſm is a ſeal of faith, and faith is az truly ſealed, 
when children are brought to it by their believing 
parents, as when they offer themſelves in it. And 
this ſhews, why it is proper to baptize children, who 
may be deſtitote of faith, wheq offered; by their be- 
Jieving patents chen it is aot praper to baptize 
adult -peMoph,lrwbayodan inotprofeſs.it z for ia that 
caſe, faith, the faith of the parent; is exerciſed. and 
ſealed; but in this, no faith: i» profefied, and there- 
fore, it is Improper to apply theldeat.o:i ld yen 

2 I cannot, Sir, diſapprohe of 1tiefe things ac - 
carcngto your way.of explaining! chem Shough ] 
do not feel ſatis ſied with aber 6 5 


A. But does not your reafon. approve: tbem 23 


joſt, and agteeable toſctipture; though indead, they 


maycbe againſt ygur feel ibgs. But pray, Sir, which 
ovght ta govefn, our feaſdn, ꝛot our feelings, that is, 


oor. preju ic 5 to brow 


"So Buty: Sir, yourrdprefentithe: covenant with A. 


| 8 as being theoſame with the chtiſt ian diſpen· 


ſation, and ſuppoſe the children of Iſteal to: have 
been of the ſame chatactet᷑ with the chriſtian, okwreh, 
and circumciſion and baptiſm, as alike ſeales of faith 
but iI bave not viewed their: ſubjects in this light, 


And, pray. Sie de kao tight have you vie w- 


edubem? 1 10 ls 8 nit e621 b. 


> Ba Way, Sir, when: I have danſidered the com - 


manda which God gave his people by Mols, and 


obſerved that he made obedience the term of his 
bleſſing ;; and the addreſs of Moſes to the. Iſraelites, 
The man that doth abeſe ibingt ſhall liue in them, they 


ſeemed toſexpteſs a legal ſpitit and favour much of 
the covenand of works. very! diſtent from the ſpi- 


rit of the goſpel, 
AL 241 | A, 


CO 
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A. However theſe things have appeared to you, 
when I have compared the ſubjects and language of 
the Old Teſtament with the New—tbe altes God 


gave his ancient people, with the character given of 


the church ia the goſpeb the bleſſings promiſed to 


each, and the uſe and end of religious ordinances in 


both; I could not perceive any difference between 
them, they appeared to me to he the ſame. 


AI Fſhould be gladySirgyowweuld: give me your 
idea of thefe ſubjects. d os Hl? 


A. Eopfider the covenant with Abraham, 28 
comprehending all ſpiritval bleſſings. I find no 


greateti good promiſed in the goſpel, than is cogtain- 
ed in that — Muri UU eir God — uo nacan 1 


conceive of a temper more ſpititual, than that in 
which he entered intociv: chooſing God for his ex- 


ceed ing great reward, engaging to walk before him 
with a perfect heatt and. lena for pardon» and 


acceptance throꝰ Jeſos. Chtiſt. au hich Wwe are clearly 


taught by the word of the apoſtſrs. „ ſch ſcripeur⸗ 
fore ſesing that God uνι iu keatben thro? faith 
preached before tube goſpei ualo br bam; 4 and theſe 


. words! of. Cbriſt, Your fathtr Abrabam reoiced to ſet 
midi, and be ſaw it and was glad. b I am therefore 
led to enalider Abraham, av entering into cavenant 


wich God, in the ſame view, and wak the dame 
ſpirit, that ſaints do ater the goſpei and Re receĩi v- 
ed circumciſion as a ſral of this covenantaand bis 
"ney! zuſd av believers receive baptiſm, as a 

ſeal of theirs: Was there any thing of the nature 
of the covenant of works, or a legal ſpirit in this? 

And do you view the Iſraelites in The ſame 
light as you do the chiſt ian husch hi 

A. Ves, as fuſt ainiag the fame religious character, 
viſihly and prufeſſedly, a — ce Lord. Do 


not 
#4 Exod. XIX. 5, 6, þ pet. II. 9, 


* 


'3 "T F, 
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not the ſcriptures teach this; when God ſays to the 
children of Iſrael, Ze Hall be @ peculiar treaſure to me 


above all people, a kingdom of prieſts, and an boly nation 


a and the apoſtle quotes this paſſage, avd applies it 
to the chriſtian church, Te are @ choſen generation, a 
royal pri hood, an haly nation, a\pfeuliar people b Ae 
we not w eqn ger them as being. in the ſame rela- 


| . A c al te precious:in his ſight ? When 


he epoftle, qu ht 0 of the pſalmiſt, Pla. 
ew 22. as the wo Chriftz Ii declare thy name 
10 wy brethren ; in the midf bf the. char will I ing 
proſe wnto thee; mult we, not. conſider them asd chile 
nn £ the fame tather--- egvanly related; to. Chrilt ? 
was not aſhamed to gall the congregation 
e e dis brethren, why Gould we difown thera? 
If the apoſtles, Peter and Paul, agreed to conſider 
the 12 one church, why, ſhould. not y. and 1? 
25 2 55 ee ee and diſpenſation 
kad) 2 ana aracce? Were.they not to be prol- 
1 7 r. abegient and frowned upon 
re cork eHience, and vn not gheir con- 
duct the Wie 200 ich they were treated ? „Was not 
this to juſtify and reward them for their good works, 


| N aprecable tg a legal covenant? ne 


fr e . bleſñags were promiſed wo obe- 
cießct, Ne, diſpenſation; but this is no evi 
dence that | N w2s legal, . Let us conſider the natu'e 
of it. We have it deſcribed, Dzut, 6. Nn theſe 
are the, cemmandments which "the Lord commanded. 0 
teach you, that ye might de ibem; ibat Iban might ef? 


fear the Lord 757 God. Hear, © Iſfroel, the Lord our 


Gol is one Lord, and thou oy love the Lord thy God 
with all tbyeart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
might; and if ſhall be our rightrouſurſe, if we obſerve to 
do all theſe cammaniments before the Lord our God, If 


it 
4 leb. II. 11. 4 Mat, XII. 37. 


IJNFEREF \ TW BAY ; — 


it was a legal, that is a ſelf. juſtifying ſpirit, to obey 
all the commands of God, from a principle of ſu- 
preme love to him, no doubt the goſpel is full of it. 
If it belongs to the covenant of works, to juſtify 
them far this obedience, did not Chriſt preach it 
when he ſaid, By thy words thou ' ſhalt be juftified, and 
by thy words thou (halt be condemned: and was not our 
father Abrabam, a the Þarlot Rabab, juftified by the 
covenant of wor ks. If it de legal to fan and re- 
ward in the way of obedretce, wiff not the ſaints ob- 
tain the kingdom of Heaven by theſe means, fince, 
Bleſſed arg, they That do bis commandments, that they may 
baue a fig. b (bt ier of life, and enter in bro th 
gates into” be ciuñi Upon examination it Faber 
found, that Moſts uſd al forcible argumebti, to diſ- 
ſuade' the Iſraelites from all confidence in their own 
righteouſneſs, as are uled in all the bible: and as 
induſtriouſly exhotted them to the love and feat of 
God, and obedience to Hi commands, as any iofpic- 
ed writer, It will appear that 'he"meulcited the 


0 your way of ex plain- 
Herne. ber tern law 
a! :5% M 361 93155 


4. If you fuppbi&ther? was any material diffecence 
between them, T oi beg leave in my turn to pro- 


„„ e Buekd0 el How TEL — | 
9, | war never" fenſible of any; but if yt u think 


" PEE — 


— ͤEüGũü— — —_—_ 8 
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A. On the ſuppoſition, Sir, that there is any ihing 
of the,nature of the coyenant of works, that is, thac 
perſons, were, in any degree, juſtified and bleſſed ori 
account of their own.perſonal goodnels, under that 
diſpenſatiov, I propoſe, Whether you cotſider it as 
juſtifying them, _— or, in part, on account of 
their own gagd wotks , no l 
N Fe Nur, many ing Is ſeem BI dil 

Act, Aug guhex. things of a differeat na- 


h 
coveries © 
| 219, 291 lis 1603 2.4 IS 
ded of law and 


* 
** 


tue. 


( 
A. ou ſüppoſe it then, com 


goſpel, partaking of the nature the covenant, of 


conſiſt wub the obſervarign g the apoſtle, If grace, 
they it is us more of werk.z OIRereiſe grace is nd mare 
grace, But if it be . war ks, ben it is no, mare grace; 
otherwiſe wor ks ig na more werks ? Do not theſe, words 
teathyys, that gracgor, warks muſt change their na- 
ture, before there can be agy, .conneftion between 


them ? a 
. Ehey ge mene them figine, and ſhew tha: 
they cannot be joined. together. 


"I 1 5 20 I 
A. Then you give up the, opinion that it was 
made up of works and grace together, „ 
4 Ib ee IF ” 


1241 FTIR alle aL 
you renoutice that opinion, muſt you not 


conhder ite legal ilpentazign, in which they were 
e ble fed for. Heir Own. righteguſneſs, 
without aoy exetciſe of 8 cs.2...ar diſpenſation of 


grace, without any reſpec to pet ſunal goodneſs. 


2 lt ſeems to be a neceſfary conſequence certaigs 
ly, chat it muſt bg ode, diſtinc and ſeparate from 


. 


the Other, al 


e ö 8 0 A $33 et ' Ms 
A Then beg et is know, Whether it be con- 
Gſtent with: givjne. righteouſqeſs, to beſtgw favgyrs 
en ſinful men, for theig gn obedience and goodne 5 


* 2 
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9. 1 think not, the ſcripture expreſsly declares 
that the ſou! that Annerh all dir: ſo that it ſeems to 
me, inconſiſtent and impoſſible in nature, that God 
ſhould bItfs and reward trauſgreſſors, for their ſup- 


poſed gotdnefs, it being dire&ly e contrary to the ex 


preſs declaration of his law. 
A. Theo you muſt ackoo agg _— the coves 
nant of works, und is not the 
method by which G — Wa pa Ude the 
fall: and ſup Rowe that all the promiſes. made, aad 
privileges be have Been only through the 
Redefferf os ce e. 


. — W vetfeve; ial been the common Schilde 

dic chat ke igeonſiſtent "with the” 
teen lel of G00, de beſtdW"blefſings, Ind maker 
promifes to fnful mew, only through a mtdiator,” I 


| aſk, can we admit, that he Mute. enter into. ove 


nant with them, at becotne I bir God and \ «0-0 

people in any other wan? 
I think we cann 

2 Win not a confidets 


methods in which God Ras dealt with his — as 
being really the ſame, before the coming of Chriſt, 
as ſince z the ſame under the law, as under the gel- 
pet 7 - als WJOY 
Feonfefs, ot pititht;7 do St he bir RAP? 
I there was Bo material difference it fn a. 
ture 01 theſe diſpenfarions, muſt not the viſible Char: 
acter $4 rhe e and their relation to 


is 


A Wy 


penſations, 
onged to 


zad the viftble cHarakter of ih6te'who 


them, as. deing the fame, I db nor fee; why the ſeals 


may got | be applied to * ſame lubjects; nor can I 
ize 


„ ow —e—ẽ — — — — 
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ſee any objection againſt the baptiſm of children, 


waich will not operate equally againſt the cireumci- 
fon of them: and if it was proper to circumciſe, I 
do not ſee, why it may not be ag proper to baptize 
them. We are certain, that when God inſtituted a 
viſible covenant, the ſeal of it. by bis expreſs com- 
mand, was affixed to tbeir childten, and this was to 
be an ordinence: with the ſerd of Abraham, through. 
out their; :gener@3ihes,. and an everiofting covenant, 
We accordingly find, that it continued until the aſ. 
cen ſion of Chriſt; and as we ate affured that then, 
the Geatiles became partakers of the rbat, a with the 
]: ws, felioꝛo beirs, and of the ſume body, and partakers 
of bis. remiſe, b it became av; ordinance to them in 
like manner. If it ſnall continue throughout their 
generations, it will be in force, while: the church 
8 ntitues on earth; and if then, the great promiſe 
of it, I wi be their God, wall be compleatly fulfilled, 
in, thrir iaheriting the kingdem of Heaven, in very 
decd it will. laſt foreuer, accumding to the divine dec- 
leratioa in its Hr ſtoappoigt est. Hete give me leave 
to obſer ve furcher 4bat-when God bad: inſtituted 
this everlodting coverant, fixed the terms, and given 
di: ections for the adminiſtration of the ſeals ,of: ir, 
tete was no deed that any thing more ſhould ever 
be ſaid aboxt them 4: for they were to continue as 
long es dhe coe ſhould Jaſſ: for this reaſon we 
ate warragted to believe, that: theſe; points remain in 
the ſame ſtare, io which they, Mee, at their original 


| inflitution;: wnleſs they are repealed, or altered by. a par- 


ticular, poſe live precept, . And I carſider this as the 
true realon why nothipg is ſaid about infauts, from 
the days of Moſes, to the death of St. J>ho, 

© Much, has been ſaid, Sir, about 7 er diſ- 
ptulaiion. 1 Fiſh you to give me your ideas of it: 


robab 
Rom. Xl. by, | lte. 111. 8. re \y 


* 
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probably I may receive inſtroction and ſatisfaction 
from them. : 0 3 

A. Why, Sir, my idea is briefly this, I conſider 
God, in Abraham, as ſetting up his viſible kingdom 
among men. For a long time, the covenant with 
him, ard the promiſe of the Meſſiah, were all the 
means uſed for their inſtruction andiedification ; but 
it pleaſed him, to appoint-other means for their ſpir- 
itual good. Theſe were deſigned to vevsal and ex- 
plain the nature of the bheſſin gs contained” in the 
promiſe, Ia res Hal ail nations be bleſſed. For this 
pur paſe he inſtituied the paſſover, ſacrifices, feaſls 
and puci fications, which obtained under that œcon- 
omy. Theſe were ſo many typical repreſetitacions 
cf, Chriſt, and the blefſings of his atonement? be 
law thus bad a fordpw of prod things to come. a And 
by theſe,” az:means, they were inſtructed in the na- 
ture of Chriſt's work, and the bleſſings of his re- 
demption; and them faith and nffections were dizwn 
forth to them. Agrérably to this the apeſtle ob. 
ſet ves, The law;' measing woe particularly the 
Moſa ic la wal our ſtbobl maſlor 10 bring us 4e Cbriſt, 
dat u may be juſtified by fait Under that diſpen- 
tation, che Jewiſh chureh was at ſchool, and the law, 
as a ſphool- maiter, was teaching them che firſt prin. 
ciples of Chriſt, directing and leading chem th hid 
that they might be juſt fed and ſaved Byfih And 


it they received this inſtruction, and attended theft 


religious rites accordmg to'their defign, they pro- 
moted their faith and holineſe, as chrrttiad ordipfanc 
ces promote the hulineſs and comfoft f rruc Believe 
ers.“ thence the apoſtle fays, Thy aid all eat that 
B75 OJ £7 33/24 50 ſame, 

4 Hah, X. 4 Gab III. 24. 1 Cor. Kip 4 


* Rev. XII. 1. And there appeared ag 


5 sat wonder in lleaven, a wo- 
foan clothed with de (ani and öthe abbbr{ Bader ner icét. This woman is 
dhe church. The diſpenſations of Mofes and Chriſt, are repreſented vy 


the moon and ſun: she had been clothed with the moon, but had aoy rit- 
en 


| 


callid oF 19 ters of tbe people; 


* 


A 
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ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all drink that ſame ſpiritual 

drink, for they drank of the rock which followed them; and 

that rack 9 Cbriſt. This, e is briefly my idea of 

it. nt MN Neid“ 
9. How do you reconcile this with Hebz-g11k+8 

--- 10, Bebold the gays . Lord, thet I wiil 


— 


make. a new gh! Wilh i of, Ifrath;: net ace 


cording, to wy N made with their» fathers! 
in the 797 Jo gb kk them by «he band-to.Jeadwhem 
4 of A rhe 55 e 4014 is the covenant tat I 


2011] make”, 1 5 1 


put my laws wth $hew ntd am tie 


bh in t 7 $44.6 D eſpe as i anew 
DEF ferent 8 than can 
r this eng {arae- 
4 Hgbratively, caught in tha gelpel bow. 
A It is evidear, th 95 e a diſpen tation; 
the apoſtle called 8 Covenant. Heb, g, ben uteri the + 
fn "ti mant bad or dinances nerve The articles, 
Wbeitrithe apolile > Enumeratass:; were. the chief thing: 
cogr &f ichs a 995 Fal Abe Moſaic diſpenſa 
tiby⸗ Tüte 9 
1 g & Pale le 1 branches | 
of that and the a) 7ſt uk — big gerau nayo!: 
the examp le a 9 155 7. — things zu am, HR 
1 itio vor whe nm its. In the dh. 
tbe 12289 7 ad them out of the land of 
5 {Ms WY 555 N teuts 10 
#þoftte, re 1 he canſiltenay. - 
ne with t 92 75. — 


menen Af it : Exod, xIx. his gel 


ae 48d : 


4nd ol 2 Peapie @vve © 
ſeeres Segel ker 6) and ſgid, All that the Lord haſh ſpoken 

18 2101119) We-- 
4 75 — it pr na ES alf light fram) che K+ 172 2 
Aen. j 192 9 50 
eee E ” NO ls 


4 big to ae 
bare che Tong g 4 $999 5M 
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we will do. Moſes repeating this, Deut, v. 27, 29, 
mentions God's obſer yation, upon, it. ** 
bear thy voice of your Wr; and faid unto me, 11 
have well ſaid all that they have / tw O that there 
wer | ſuch an be in them! im Stylog, that it was a 
good profeſſion; but ag heart Fo Riſe upon it, 
was wanting; accofditip}y* the p lalchiſt obſerves, 
Pſa. EAxV RHI. 37. Their Nh nol 0441 with him, 
neithar were they fledfaft in Iii tovenall.”. 11 x long S ©Xe 
tiener had de montttated their iypocriſy, God made. 
a'prvinifey Jer. XXX Zt. d Pe 250 lle Go 
in this placti H 2 them, T bat 355 | 
erbe, 4nd lie unto 1 00 ; 
their-tongues;"\ "DIP %DE Uh? 1 760 that I will * at a 
new te uin, "which? "the © a 


ce of Th aroltle : 
teaches dus was the got! . . 
ſaith @ n]. 55 4 150 Not Moſaic A&R 100 
vanilhes' away, + — 1 1 el cache 19 AP: 
in this he would Ny 4 "Thy 
_— not only 


o perform thent, ::3 
— — erli an 
diipemiandnz and thofe uf 1 of the 1 f 


riy/whith, under this, Goc would grant to his pe 


ple--bvrcall this is petfectfy conlitt h 

Erasder ade LI 4 * rg 
But, 81 

1 e"a97c I olds * 1 Oy e ; 


Ne mach 


5 you e, which, they- un- 
— A 2! Fevoncileable wit you 


optaion efuhut — r 
A. in i — difpenfation was intoduced 


with tertihl 7 A of D 
them Rand? 2 Ao ih celigi 0 orehmumces wete 5 


expenſi ve, abe 1} r 257% N tak ids an adtend- 
auce bn them very Ctdenlane: But the'goſpel was 


introduced 


( 
: 
— 
a 


eee ER... ma em tn . ̊ — —— — — 
- - — — 


22 CONFERENCES o BAPTISM. 


introduced with ſongs of praiſe; and by repealing 
thoſe paivful rites and expenlive ſervices, and ſup- 
ply ing their place with thoſe which were more mild 
and geatle; and wearing amore benign aſpect, in- 
vites us to draw near; but this no more changes the 
nature of them, than a wiater and ſummer dreſs 
changes the charactet of the perſon who weats them. 

2. I think; Sit, you have an eaſy way to yourſelf, 
of. cemavin ch ffreoltics and aufpering ere a- 
gaĩaſt yaur principles 

A. It. we lay aſide ontiudiceiioad leh ane 
from che ſcriptures they with doubtleſs tua us 


with. means: to temove all obj tions hate made 


againſt thoſ⸗ doctrines — plainly crit. 
But that, chis is ſupported bylſctipture, iso dr mon- 
ſtrahle fram the words of the apoſtle, Galant 23 
4 & Iv. 1 8. But before faitb cams, de 3 W8r E kept 
uxder;the law; Muti pol ſaitb which ſhoutd after. 
warunde veurnigsd: 2iMhinefarantbe law was cur ſchools 
maſter te ding ut bo Ebrilt, thas we mig bi be juſtified by 
faiib. 1 But gfaer fn faith itcomei wwe ure uo longer un · 
der a [cbool m Mer: Nu Ay, 1hat the. han, Vas long 
as be liveih, differeth notbing from a ſervant, itbourh br 
be lerd of all : Even ſo we, when we were buen, 
wierd i bendgge, under the elements of the worids But 
wherh dhe Julneſs of time was come, God ſent forth bis 
Sam, id Tedeam ther Neat wers under tbe lau, that aue 
might nocave the adoption f ſons;'; Hſbereſore vhou art 
np. moge a ſervant, but à fan, » Buidenily: in chis paſ. 
ſage, the apoſtle is deſeribiag the ſtate af the viſible 


cople of God, before and atter the toming of 


Chriſt: and the end and vuſe of that law or diſpen- 
ſation, vagdyr: Wh they had dwved. To that he 
ages theyaffice and employment uf à ſchool· mal. 
tet i to them ih condition and ꝑlace of ſebol ars, go. 
105 £9 it for iuſti uct ion that hy it they might bl 

70 educatcd 
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educated and trained up for the privileges and bleſſ- 
ings of that goſpel, that-inberitance to which they 
were heirs, Under this ioftruction, they were to 
continue, till faith or Chriſt came; but with his 
coming they were to fiaĩſh theit education, and en- 
ter vpon their ſacred callings. This the apoſtle il- 
loſtrates by a common maxim and ſimilitude, Fhat 
the heir, While he is a child, is treated as a ſervant, 
inſt tocted and diſciplined: by tutoiti and gover nors; 
till the time appointed of the father: and applies it 
to himſelf and his believing brethren, or the church 
of God g Leved ſo we, when we were children, 
were under bandage to beggarly elemeats; — but 
when the fulneſs bf — come, when they had 
arri ved to manhood, they were no more ſervarits but 
fons. So that according to the doctrine and fimil- 
nude of the apoſtle, the church before the coming 
of Chriſt and after it, asus moch the ſame church, 
as the child grown to manhood, is the fame perſon. 
9. What change chen did the churchs r 
at = introduction of che 'goipebdiſpenarion ? | 
4. Why, Sir, to apphy the ſimilitude of een 
i own times and euſtoms: the heir, have 
ing been well inſtructed and educated in his child< 
hood, and now having become ob'aye, had a freedom 
ſuit given him, and was put in poſſeſſi va of he 
eſtate, with all the privi and bleffi nee R. % 
2: But does not the apoſtle? call the Jews the 
children of Hagar, and chriſtians the children>of 456 
priomile ; and does not this make as great a difference 
between them, as there was between Iſhmael dad 
Iſaac ? N 1s bas 2d bas in 
A. I am plad-you-propoſed this queſtion ; as ie 
will give an opportunity for 4. font explanariohs 
of theſe ſubſ et. The apoſtle improves the family 
of Abena to repteſent the famity of God. The 


promiſe 
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promiſe of a poſterity to Abraham contained a tw5? 
fold feed. One was natural, which the apoſtle de- 


ſcribes, by calling it after / be fleſs : The other was 4 


ſpiritual, holy ſeed, termed the children of the promiſe, 
which walked in the ſteps of his faith. the in- 
heritance promiſed, was t the twofold nature, tem- 

poral bleſſings, an earthly, typieal, and involving in 
4 an Hea ven © Canan. ey who were only chil 
dren after the "The hend, were kei of the earthly, 1 while 
they who were chifdten of the fleſh and ſpirit, as 
Iſaac, were heirs both of the eatthly and Heavenly 
Canaan. Theſe two kinds of ſeed were repreſented 
by the two ſons of Abrabatn ; us the two coynants, 
chat wade with Abrabath,.and that ma 


an account, Exodus, Leviticus, &c. were repreſent- 
ed by Sarab and Hagar. Iſhmael e eee all che 
natutal ſeed. Iſaac was both a natural and a ſpitit- 
val Ton--+ Hog ew an hani, maid to Sarah, nd 
uſeful in herp fo the Sinai covenant was ſub- 
ſervietit to the addon. wick Abraham, and vſeful 

to the family of God. S0 alſo the two ſons of Abra- 
hae, denoted the different characters of his poſteri- 


ty ;---Iſhmael, all thoſe who were ſatisfied with the 
form of godtineſs and earthly enjoyments; IIaac, 


thoſes whoſe affections were ſpiritual, who looked 
thro rd ceremonies to Chriſt the ſubſtance : 
whoſe bete roſe ſublimely above all the delights 
of an earthly, and fixed on the milk and honey of 
an heavenly Canaan, Iſhmael aud Iſaac lived for 
a time in the ſame family of Abraham ; thus the 
natural and ſpiritual ſeed, Lire indiſcriminately in 
the viſible church of God —W hen Iſaac was wean 
ed, Hagar And Iſhmael derided Sarah and her ſon : 
for which they were caſt out of the family of Abra- 


bam, and only Sarah and Iſaac ramained. So when 


the 


117 with the. 
Iſraelites at Mount Sinai, of Which we have ſo large 


„ „„ FTT 
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— 
the believing, holy ſeed. were“ "weaned from the 
brett of carnal ordinances, the Immaels of the day, 
thof- unhelieving Jews who, weje nurſed and edu- 
cated by Hagar, the cqyegagt At. Sinai, whoſ; faith, 
hope anc expectations arolz 10 85 an external con- 
| formity to their religig Hus! allitotions, mocked and 
perſecared the Tpirity: c e 
which the Pe, ah gi "Ihe. hon Ws 
N ber /on ; and the. 9 3 es dupenſa- 
tit, and all thoſe, ugbelieving ews who. trulted in 
a. copls Bon yt it, 4 wee. excommunicacedthe church 
Wag The tre. ſeed. remained, Then, 4 
pee That” Be was LUY ew dub Was ons 0 EA 
5 Je ce 9 which is in the. 2 5 ut, 
l beaft nd ſpiru. c Now. alſo the * ety which 
in other Ages 24075 not Been Knawn 10 the ſons of men, be- 
gan to be revealed; That the, i fuld be felow- 5 
beirs and of the ſame bo 4714 be promiſe 
in Chriſt by the Goſpel. G 77 1 un- 
9 + the ſeed 2 N 


ly, m5 22 and 0 de In: om 


1 


4 13 95 ſeed, and beirs i to the promiſe , Ac- 
C 
L 


& Ilaac— for 


ref, ch tak lag tank and Wit hes. 
family 9, 7 : Now 77 1 e 99 25 hs 
are BY 775 d 

Ara ls fel ah ith 


2 
1 25 2 75 Bi ſed. | Th 118 alto 
nay explain R Hare not ail 5 rel Kal. are 
4 . el wk E uſe they are the ſeed o Aura amn, ar e 
9 all childriu; i. e. All they who A £ 45 aural poſ- 
tericy of tract, arg got io ait the chil- 
RNs 115 


7 5 A 5 cc 


dren of Ktratiam, Acöfding to meaning. 
n of the promite; foe: were 1 N ame ve 
q Macs. The Viz ac: AS) 40 owO0cd. 420 e i h 


95 
fimily ; : bur the IR ma- 18 hi * alt a vav. 
4 Rom. II. 8, 29. he. III 6. Ca! III. 16. 


LD 


* Sale" 


Q. But are we to codſider the children of Iſrael; 
ay the viſible church of God, when they gave up 
themſclves to dolatry, as they did in Egypt, and the 
days of their judges and king? 

A. Do not the declarations made on ſuch occa- 
ſions, That God remembered bis covenant, ſhew that he 
conſidered them as PU elated to himſelf, 
and that in faithfulneſs, to hig_ promiſe he appeared 
for their ee 27 They Sfipn Forrupted themſelves 
aad were.cha, ied ar the r aboninations z but if we 
ſuppoſe, this deſtroyed their, viſibJy. holy charaQter, 
What ſhall we ſay of the profeſſed gh 10 e of Chriſt 1 
Does not Chriſt himlelt charge 2 77 them wit | 
as great got ruptions, ef] pecially, gonſidering tt eit ſu- 
petiot advantages, as were chargeable on the Iſtael- 
ites —iead Rev. 11 & 111, chap, If ſuch errors in 
docttine and corruptions in practice, were chargea- 
ble on churches, which Chriſt owned and bleſſed 
with his. prekgnre, why may, ve not ſuppoſe that he 
be church, . that was corrupted 
ia liks manger, H the degeneracics, of the ſeed of 
Abraham, delitgyed their. vifbly religious character, 
why did not the corruptions of the. ptimiive 
churches, ſo deſtroy their religious e that 
Chriſt had no viſible. church on earth, the gakes, of 
bell hayiog.eff<@ually prevailed again it, The er- 
Foce HR rige and corruptions in practice, prevail 


ing.in, churches, acknowledged tp, have enjoyed the 
preſence of Chriſt, may teach ps modeſty and cap- 


tion in aſſ-rting, what defects ia conſtitution and 
errors in practice, ſhall ſo corrupt churches, as to 
render them uawozthy of the chriſtian name: F 
think it nahe dee us to make that practical 
improvemeCct, which the apoſtle has .recammended 


to our obſcryation,. Let us not be idalaters ay were, ſome 


of then eliber let us temps. Chriſt, as ſeme of them aiſo 
8 tempted. 


— 
— 
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Sempted : wherefore let him that thinketh be Rlandeth, 
Sake hted 1ift be fall, | 1 
2 You have hitherto, Sir, been endeavouring to 
remove my doubts about infant baptiſm z but have 
got, profeſſedly, advanced any arguments in favour 
of it. = Ty 1 ; 
A. What need is there of doing this? If objec- 
tioos againſt it are removed by the word of God, it 
needs no arguments to fuppprt Wo Theorie itſelf. 
If you treat it, candidly, when u find ir reconcile- 
able with ſcriprore'ard divine inſtitutions, you will 
agree to it with a fatisfied mind 5 but if you do not, 
it mut be thro? ſome ptejudice you have againſt it. 
2 Teve, Sir; dut Will it not tend to eſtdblifh' a 
Jo bring mind, not 6nly to have objectidns anfwer- 
ed, but to ſee the doctrine proved to be ſcriptural, 
by concluſide argument; ?; : 
A. It will. And in hope of this, in addition to 
the remarks already chade to defend the practice of 
infant baptiſm, I wit ſuggeſt [7 few vations, 
which ſatisfy my mind, t at ft 10 the will bf "Jeſus 
Chriſt, that it ſhould be prackifec in bis church, un- 
ger the golpel diſpenſation, The firſt paſſage I men- 
*tibn,*"fs in 1 Cor. vi. 14. The unbelieving huſband is 


of * 


: 


* 


Janified by the believing wife, and the unbelieving wife 
by the believing huſhand, elſe were your children uncieang 
but now are they HOLY, It will be cf forije ut to 
'conffder in what ſenſe the ſcripture uſes the tet ms. 
 wntlean and holy.” Tt i evident they are vfed'in a 
"rwofotd ſenſe: in the higheſt ſenſe, to denote the 
pollution bf fin, and real ſatisfaction. In the other 
ſenſe, — onfirnels for ſacred uſes. To illuſtrate this by 
one paſſage only, Hag. 2. If one bear bol fleſb in the irt 
of 555 Fil, 15 gb 744 or any 92% yet be 
boy And the prieſt ſaid, No. . If one that is unclean by 
a dead boch, rouch any of theſe, ſhall it 3e unclean ? And 
2 — 


the the prief ſaid, it ſhall be unclean, So thoſe things 
which were —_ to religious uſes by divine - oy. 

pointment, as the firſt fruits, &c. were called hÞly. 

In this fenſt the x 5 uſes it ia this paſſage ; The 
unbelievipg huſband's fan&tif ed by the_belieying 
wife, and their chi en are 1 8 7 cteatute df 
G.d---is ſantiifie by the Wen prayer. In 
this ſenſe . le! rea e to. be boy; 
and this tz Lal 90 bg againſt the children 
— belie vin Pen 17 Nh d and unfit for the 

h ly fHitnce fo Fa 


fie only, explanation 
which has been, or : think, 00 n offthis text 
is, T hat holy in t bis plach, PE Yes 
| ably: to this, the pace 


hvfbarihs ſaritified by Tele erk ö 7 4 DAM wert 


your' children baſtatus 1 bur, how = 575 la vfulh 
begorren. Bat this, 500 t on! ly 1105 kes the (criptures 


in this place, uſe wor Ip a ſenſe. j in which. it does 
in nb other”! paſty} vo but EVE: kes faith neceſſary to 
a lab fd matt af Eor2M 


and ſo teaches that 
all who ar deltoe hu Wand and wife be- 
ing WHbRIRPOY AVE 125 N hu this, is 
repiiriwke Us ching een It the fo . hg 2 
be eſtabliſhed, "tfis**e&t rep feſents children, as fizito. 
be off-red to Gig in his Shane, as lampb ere, 
in his facifices. Cf 


ce Sir, what, other paſſages do you conſid 
en abmeßts tot? Te 1 ww 


Tee the obſervations 0 Le 
at in favay 


„esrb 25; are a coneluſtye a- | 
infant ha fm : If the firſt 3 Pl, he 4 4 

aily $514 und F the root be holy, fa | branches » 
and if ſomę Hb branches be broken ef, pn thou 
4 W ove ve, wer} Bra Fed in anionę An nd . with 
Hm nf oP; bu. Us}: faing/! 4 4 en aliue tree, 
ek rio f , 180 "ey bai if thou boaſt, thou 


 beareſt 


- ee . 


beareſt not the root; but the root heme thee, The 
folio wing obſervations are clearly contained in this 
paſſuge The olive treb, root and branches, repre- 
ent Abtuflam and Hig ſeed in their covenant relation 
to God=—being as it were , a religious, holy tree, of 
which Abtaham 'was'the f. dls and his poſterity the 
branches. The fatnefs,, w ich is the ſap and nour- 
iſnment of the we, e their ele privileges 


ofs | 
and ordinances. © win A: op 1 e lade mu 


braneHes, refoj4'es 

Jene, ke ref 7 — eh 55 God againſt them 

ſelves; Pe f Ty of the bra hoe the wild 
Kits * ee ee 


olive tree}'t 
y* dne ſtatg and 


witty Me Jews, 


cheir int patti 25 1055 civileges.and nd ardi- 
rahers granted ; Abt m 840 his ſeed; = ob- 
ſerve, the apoſtle fays, Som of. tbe brancbes were brok- 


en of, * which is equa] ro n 6x r aſſertions that 
q! pl : 


others were not; bot f Fi a ic. glade. Ob- 
ſerve alſo My <3 e js IEvIng, ews.,'Were 
broken off other beſſed h (og 711 Fit grafted | in, 


and ſo che trek: Teanained its parts 
«nd*bHitiches.”' Obſerve hee — 1 Jews who 
wereil gar” broken off, and the Geatiles who were 
gra%X 44, were nouriſhed by the fatneſs of the ſame 
old olive nee. The idea which the. apoltie here fug- 
geſts;is illuſtrated by fact and example. The pol- 
terity of Abraham who were Iſraelites indeed; were 
locking for redemption in Jeruſalem, like old Simeon 
they Work! waiting fo? the cooſolation of liraecls He 
made his appearance they knew, and exulted in him 
— We bave hens him. They acknowledge him as 
the Meſſtab, Rabbi, thou art the ſon of Seb. They 
obey” and foo Wien. While — adore and rejoice 
in "the Erhmanyet, the ſpuriqus olfspcing of Abra: 
ham, 


2 Luke II. 6 John 1, 
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tram; the childreh after the fleſh, deſpiſe and reje& 
him: in the mean time debout Greeks an jos 
IRefwere enquiritgfor hid. . Sir, e would 4 | 
While many of his own we 15 'ri pefiidg: £ es 


and contempt, for 4 al” re Nogioh, ot bee te- 
paring to fill op their“ ri While thoſe 4; his 


crucifixion wha the p- of his followers, were 


ptocorivg tb She 0 "ho 1” Leda on 
Ahefe were preparidg for a 
plact dsr 4-7 ede Wh thoſe 600 caſt 


out, tome of the Nook re Yeo! Hof, and the 


drancdes of the wild Vas 5 oF HEY a Bp 
thoſe whith were 67, add c 
ar aaFatneſs of- 15 Wal e Ae 1 of q : 


aMA Mt who mata r place? Trolty, 5 | 
tmleribiby 42" ©! zbeß ef ede fame perth, a: 

MU After, in Ne rand relation th God. They 

fag erchan „ Mofes" for Chtiſt. the dim 

— f re d tars, Vu the clear brightneſs 

of the ſuh $f ghtedvifileres 0 aſſed from a ſtate 


fd Lerlty Fry > tries of gion, to 
tre glor W e os ot Goch. H Heace | it 


r WE 2 


1. That the covenant with Abraham en 
arfannulled : that His ſeed were never wht 


dür drat; Put tetain their place and peel un- 
der the goſpel : and 11 that the | cogitnapds 
Al f arſbns of it are till in for ce. 

2. That believing Gentile 1185 'Uniced wich ehe a 
Ig” few? in their viſibly chutckh ſtare, and bec 
Fellw®hetrs of the privileges granted © Abrahadt 
und his Lerch; T% by this union Nabi r 155 and in- 
tereft in Theft. pribileges, ping 1H A T6 regula- 
ats and CSemandzs en bied on 0 41 in- 


Fer that belle ig W and 0 are Under tte 


141 _ ſagze 
4 John XII. 20, 8 


r 


we have an account 10 t 
chriſtian. faith, and L bj ap 12 85 
| thoſe i {tances-. . che.three 7 »\ofich 


| hag obligations to heath or. bipine 50 chil» 


Iſaac and Jaeqh we ee LINN 
NA ink, Sir, you pro 2 to . .mhe- 
he hee not as much. Weg of infant baptiſm, 
in. on tory'of the apoſtles, 1 len ere is againſt it. a 
4. 1 1155 Sir, and if you. pleaſe, we will now at⸗ 
tend to that enquiry... la the As 7 2 apoſtles 
any to the 
eee 


and Enunuch by "Bbilip: * a. Paul 55 2 
) nyerted by the preaching, of Pe 
19 0 Cornelius and thoſe baptizedase 


e 
Fer, at tot 
D AOL t does, not. e e ors ra a theſe, ware 


lt. peripns,. who. profe eg 


no, Way determine wy t jog, re ſpe 5 
kl" I think'theſe are res e inſtances OE th 


recorded in the Atts, «xc 
e The od 19 71 55 
Hanus, 0 


apply to the pee 
baptized the 1 lu 555 
does not get, 92505 155 5 8005 
family, tru Bo: Bee ere were 
none; Fer if families genera 4 200 => . 
$apd the ſcripturesconfſider chem in thislight zac- 
= ing to ſcripture and comman M gn, it. is 
more probable that there were bers, Sen etc ne 
were ng children in e de 24 qo — 
But if thers were, 15 des nor an 
the! were baggy an as þ el levers, 
. Neither does t 3ppear that they weres ow if 
it 9 more mmon that all who belong to. an 5 
8 family 90 not believe, than, that they do, it is 
105 0 at they baptized 1 families 
ot bell e, than that they haptjzed none. 
Za 5 ey of hauſholds, inyelves 1 in it the 


practice 
Page 4. b Cor. I. 16 1 | 


y 


* * 
a s s P 


practice of i6fant baptiſm, But let us conſider 
another inſtance, We are informed Acts Xvi, 33. 
That ihe Jailor and all bis were baptized, This tx - 
preſ5ly points out houſhold baptiſm. |. | 
But, Sir, be rejoited, believing in God with all 
bis boufe. Add if we allow that all his family were bap- 
tized, we muſt alſo alloy tbat they were all believ - 
ers, . 
"AY Fart pole git, it i common for thoſe who 
maintain 5 ap 25 A alledge, PEE is paſ- 
ſage as folly proves hae all belikvet, as that all 
were baptized ; but 8 looks che original 
text, Will ſee that there it 0 ale that any 
velnved be ſide himſelf. * wit" | probably be ac- 
knowledpted that, Bading ' Believed in God, be rejoiced 
with all bis beuſe, is a literal trat ſlat ion of the Greek 
(he galliaſa to ade pepiſtu toos tee Ibero) and fo that 
belong ia, Fro —— as be _ them · 
and * fo ges- at d his houſe, 
refer 20 it e Land what could be more 
natural, thag n hoglſe, Which was filled with 
terrour at freeing. him». draw out bis ſword to kill 
himſelf, and heard him | in ſuch diſtreſs and anxiety, 
quite what he ſhould do to be ſaved, ſhovid re- 
joice at ſeeing him, ſo ſoon, in ſuch a Rate f ſafety 
and comfort--: So that this may properly be conſid- 
ered not only as an inſtadge of ho ſhold baptiſm; 
but alſo as an example of the baptiſm of a family 
for the faith of the head of it, "which may beilluſ- 
erated by another inſtance. - 
9.” And What is that, Sit? 5 

2 We bave an account in the ”_ 15th verſes ot 
this chapter of the converſation of Lydia, whe/e 
bhtart"ihe Lord opened, that ſhe attended to the werds 
which were ſpe ken of Paul, It follows, And when ſbe 
was bapsized and ber benſbald, ſbe beſought, us," & c. 


1 he 
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The hiſtory of Lydia repreſents her as a perſon of 
wealth and figuce, and at, the head of a family an- 
de to ſuch a c * While. ſpecial notice 
aken of her —_— on, no intimation is given 
chat any gf her family bellaved:. The account of her 
277 9058 2 diſtin, from. that of her baptiſin 
an apviſo Fer een miſy, ſeems to indicate that 
they 90 not belle ve; yet the whole was baptized, 
Thos. Ve have an account of che-baptiicm. of che fa. 
miſſes. ig congection with their beads; .. And if all 
e perſons. and Children belonging to them, were 
vrouphs 1015 ith, of Chciſt, ſo as to give evidence 
Go Ac! po pal ba baphi at the ſame time; 
ink, 05 dein pronounce, chat there, have 
oot been three 0 other, ſuch families fince-the fall. 80 
chat, we. may believe that in houſholds the apoſtles 


baptized, infants, nat witho ut good teaſon.“ 

Th The li;ſtory of the firſt ages of the church, leaves no room to Topbc 
the ora tics of infanr-baptiſm in thoſe 'days? In the year 25% Which N 
reckoned 150 years from che time the a poſtles, — tx66 bithops, 
met at — This council, Ipeakiog of the bapti I infants, re- 


commended that it be not lang 4 bierted, They thus concluded -. Mhete- 


for 107 Ree 550. rgce Wee e ROE Nate eee 


— 5 e beds grad ally ted ariſe, we cannot readiiy 
ſuppgles that at chis ti me a.new-(c& had atiſen in fayour of infant bap-; 

deed appears to have been the Fnown and univerſal practice of 
the chubby fince this council, campoſed of men of piety from: all the) 
W this recommendation without ad or heften. | 


1 — — — olim 5512 


= 3+" + CONFERENCE 11: | tlas 399 bei: 


liens? 1 80 37: ?0 » s þ 

Auerifh Sixce, [ſaw you laſt, Mr. Apologiſt, I have been 
revolving the —.— abhects of our converſa ion ia mind 

and upon reflection find, that nothing was ſaid about ths 
ode of baptiſm ; I have come ro confer with you upon that 
ſubject : for tho" frgm your obſervations I cannot but cnier- 
rain Phe! unh! of infant bapftiſim yet I ever 
thou aug XY or plunging was the. right way of. ad 
ring hoo ordieance : but as mary th ink differemty 7 1 
casule be glad to Nabe your opinion upon i“. 8 
A. On any ſubject you — Sir, Bat what reaſons 

a 
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lead you to think that immerſion is the only ſcriptural mode 
of adminiſtering baptiſm ?. | 8 

Q. The direction of ſcripture: The goſpel enjoins upon 
us conformity to the example of Cbriſt. As Chriſt was 
baptized by immerſion, and the ſcripture enjovifis on us con- 
ſormity to his example, it requires us to be bapiized in the 
{ame manner. IN . | 

A. But is there any direction or command in the account 
of Chriit's baptiſm, which-obliges us to con ſorm to the man- 
rot of it? If not we may rank it among the accidental cir- 


cumſtances of hi liſe and conform to ĩt or not, as ãs moſt 
convenient fot uss gs 


4 


Q_ But Chriſt has left us an examle that wwe ould follow 
Biß fleps, (1 Pet. ii. 21, 22, 23.) and this obliges us to con- 
torm to the manner of his baptiſm, as well as other parts of 
his conduct. ; 32 | Mit} Io £001 | 


4 eAbitiſcy ; 04 20) *; 

A. We are to imitate the exatnple of Chriſt: but inwhat ? 
In eatiſig and drinking? Or ate we to be like him who did 
nan, neither wwas guile hund in hit mouth: Who: avhen he 
"war reviled, reviled not again ; ruhen he ſuffered, he threatened" 
not : that is, in innocence and ſimplicity, in meckneſs, pa- 
t;zence and forgiveneſs under injuries and abuſes, But if this 
obliges us to conform tothe manner of his attending ſacred. 
ordinances, by aheaſame rule, it ahiiges us to conform to the 
manner aſ hie aten dingdall religtohe duties; and you be- 
mga r/gularcorformif} te the example of Chriſt, muſt take 
a8 N Ur INT.0\0 mountain ta pray, (Luke 

xiv. 23.) as you do to go into the water to be baptized;* 
Q But was not plunging the mode in which John bap- 


tized all thoſe ho came to him? ; „ onw 


A. What reaſon bave you for ſack a ſuppoſition?” = 
be account which the evangeliſt gives of his baptiſm. 


* 


* # 


{£35 faid, Mat- iii. 6. that thoſe who came to him were 
baz e ofihim in Jordan - chich ſappoſes that he ſtood in 


iht twer to baptize z but what need was there of this, ex- 
i id 0 171 . RY ; | \ * Cc »© 
I js ſaid, Nat. III. 16. Jeſus when he wit baptized, came up fiaighrws 
ent of the water. This is conhdered as an indiſpucable evidence that 
Chrift was plunged. and that immerfion is the ſcriptural mode of adminiſ- 
refing bapriſm,---On this it need only be ſa id, that the reading, according 
ta the words of the cvantzeliſts, in the language in which they wrote (the 
NN as well be that Jeſus 1 to the = and came from it: 
u hi. h deſtroys Y,appearance of an argument far plunging rather than 
ſprickling, This Bpy Ho be 4 Eto pt ca to all the baron of John, 
t cunuch by Philip. That nothing mote can certainly 
be inferred from chi m, than the ule df water. --- This, it is pfeſumed, will 
not be diſputed by thoſe who are acquainted with the original. To its 


33 it by examplcs rom the Greak, would not be edify ing to common 
c adets. 
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cept to plunge thoſe who came to be baptized ? This proves 
that baptiſm ought to be by immerſion. _ wh 

A. Jahn ſaid concerning Chriſt, he Sal baptize you with 
el Gba. Now the ſame word (en, in) is uſed in both 
places, and therefore this proves that Chriſt baptized In the 
Holy Ghoſt and In fre. If you ſay it is plain that John meant 
that Chriſt ſhould baptize wih the Holy Ghoſt, I ſay, it is 
2s plain that the evangeliſt meant that John baptized with 
Jordan, i. g. the water of it, and ſo this text as much proves 
baptiſm by ſprinkling as by plunging. - But if it ſhould be 
granted that John did plungethaſe hi came to him, this 
Fran not be a concluſive argument for baptiſm by immer- 

OU. ane 910 7 ö ; TY a ' 

| Q, .Why nat? 44 3 LOW” 7, 

. Aw;Beaauſe ahe baptiſm of John was a diſtinct bzptiſm 
from the baptiſm of Chriſt. It was evidently the deſign of 
Johws:mipultry to prepare the way for Chriſt and abe goſpel 
diſpenſation; to this end he came preaching the ibaptiſm 
of repentance, hich he enfotced by the conſidetatiom that 


the Kingdom of Heaven vas at hand. To this Chtiſt himſelf, 


hejog meds under the law, ſubmitted as a divine inſtitution, 
that he might fulfil allrighteou fneſs. They who were awaken- 
ed by his preaching, and: recerved his baptiſm, by this pra- 
felled their faith initha/fpeedy appearance of the Meſſiah, 
and promiſed to acknowledge and obey him whentrefhould 
be revealed, Tbis we are plainly! taught by the apoſt le, 
As xix. . John werily baptized with the buptim off ripemtance, 
ſaying, mio the people, That they Maud believe on him who houid 


. comme after hiap, that is, Jeſas Chriſt. In all thoſe therefore 


who ſubmitted to this baptiſm, who received Chriſt when 
he came, the end of John's miniſtry and baptiſm was ſulſill- 
ed: For when the Kingdom of Heaven came, or-4he goſpel 
ciſpenſation was ſet up by Chriſt, this diſpenſation expired 


and came to an end. When therefore, Chriſti t :upithis 


kingdom, and appointed baptiſm to be the initiatingifeal of 


itz it was meet that all thoſe who acknowledged him to be 


the true Meſſiah, ſhould receive i bap'iſm as a ſeal of their 
faith in him, and of their ſubjection to his government and 


_ obedience to his precepts. As the baptiſm of John was diſ- 


tin from the baptiſm of Chriſt, no certain wference can 
be drawn from it, with reſpect to chrifian baptiſm. Dut 
ſiace you have mentioned the example of Chrilt, give me 


leave now to propoſe it as expreſsly tet forth, by him, for our 


: 


Q Do, Sir, for it is my defire to know and do his will. 
A. Sapper being ended - he-poureth water into a ' baſon, and 


be gar 


* — —— 


3b CONFERENCES on BAPTISM?) 
nz 

began.to wah his diſciples feet he cometh to Simon Peter — Pe- 
ter faith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but alſo my hands 
and my head. Jeſus ſaith unto him, He that is waſhed, needeth 
not, SAVE TO WASH HIS FERBT, BUT Iis CLRAN BYEBRY 
wutr, —There is good reaſon to believe that this was more 
than a common waſhing of the feet for the comfort of the 
body ;—that it partook of the nature of the chriſtian bap- 


tiſm ; for that is all the external baptiſm which the apoſtles 
ever had. 


VI waſh thee not, thou hai ng part with 
me, teaches us that it was a ſign of ſpiritual cleanſing, and-of 
an intereſt in his bleſſings — When Peter underſtood this, he 


-cried, Lord, nat my feet only, butalſo my hands and my 


head. — Was he got for being dipped ? -Byt Chriſt replied, 
He that is waſhed, needeth not, ſave to waſh his feet, but 


is clean every whit. -He poured water into a baſon, and 


with that waſhed their feet, and declated that they were 


cleanfed wholly. Thus by his example and words teaching 


us, that water ſacramenrally applied to any part of the body, 
as clearly points to its ſpiritual (cleanſing, as though the 
*rhole were immerſed or buried in water. Hence we may 
infer, that all the parade about going inte the water, atcord- 
ing to the example of Chriſt, is an empty, poor buſineſs in- 


deed. TR 4 | | 
Q. Bat, Sie, plunging is proved by other texts to be the 
true icriptvre bapꝛiſe n. | | p 
A. Pleaſe to point them out. | SECT 
ls not the baptiſm of the eunuch by Philip, a demon- 


ſtrative proof that plunging is the right manner of baptiz- 


ing? Read Attsviii: 38. 39 And they went down b:th into the 
evater, both Philip and the cunuch.— And when they were come 


u out of the water. It is here ſaid, They went down into a 
4 


water, and came up out cf it; certainly this text proves ih 
plunging is the rigut mode of baptiſm, if any will. 

A. Let us ſeurch for truth, and fee whether this is a full 
proof, that immerſion is the only ſcriptural baptiſm? The 
{orce of the argument lies in the meaning of theſe expreſſions 
avert down, into the water - came up, out of the water - but 
can we determine whether went dotun, refers to their de- 
ſcent from the chariot to the ground, or to the water ? I 
think there is as much evidence of the former, as of the lat- 
ter.— The eunuch defired Philip, ver. 31. to come up and fit 
with him in the chartot—when they came to water, they 
both deſcended or went down from the chariot. And as 
they went down to the water, ſo after baptiſm, they came 
from it.“ | But, 

* £ me of the fathers who had been at this. place, repreſent it only 25 
a brook, very unfit to pluy;,.. a perſon in: this agrees with the on of 

| cripture, 
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hut, sir, to complete your argument, let me add a thought 
which you have omitted. They went down BOTH into the 
water, BO TH Philip and the eunuch; which ſhews that 
Philip plunges himſelf as much as he did the evnuch, and 
ſo proves baptiſm by immerſion to perfection.ä— I am wait- 
ing for other texte more deciſive in favour of baptiſm by im- 
merſion. | | | 
QQ I do not recollect any other which point out baptiſm 
by immerſion, expreſely. | 

A. Muſt it not, Sir, indicate a degree of prejudice in fa- 
your of a particular principle, to maintain it poſt cively, from 
a few texts of doubtful fignification ?+4r is very wrong to be 
more poſitive in our opinions of modes and principles, 
than thoſe texts which ſupport them are clear and deciſive 
But you ſay, you do not recollect any other text which ex- 
preſily proves baptiſm by immerſion ; others then, I ſuppoſe, 
farour it by way of conſequence ? v | 
Q. Yes, Sir, there are other texts which, by juſt and ne- 
cefla:y eonſeguence, prove plunging to be the ſcriptural 
mode of baptiſm. 

A. What are they? : 

Q. In this light I conſider John in. 23. John alſo auat bap» 
tizing at Enon near to Salem, for there was much <ater there. 
It is given as the reaſan, why John bapiized in this 
place, becauſe there was much water in it; but what: need ; 
of much water, if he only ſprinkled. His preferring this place, 
becauſe of the quantity of vater, ſhe vs he had need of much. 

A. It does not appear, whether John choſe this place to 
accommodate himſelf, or the multitude who flocked to his 
baptiſm, and who might have had need of much as well as 

he—and this is countenanced by the terms / p:lla hudata ) 

P many waters, pools, ſprings or ſtreams of water, and there- 

fore very convenient for ſuch a concourſe. — But ſprinkling 

is as much a conſequence from this text, as:0impping.— 

Pleaſe to name another paſſage. 4 


1 

- 1 tht | 

8 Q_ Another text which proves it 18, Co'of. ii. 11. 12. In 
t Thom a'lo ye are circumciſed in putting off the body of the fins 
* of the fleſh buried with him in baptiſm.— Does not this com- 
1 pare baptiſm with the burial of Chriſt, and was not all 
t= Chriſt's body put into the ſepulchre and how can baptiſm 


it compare with it, unleſs the body is al put under the water? 
y Whence baptiſm by plunging is fairly proved P 
A8 A. But, Sir, does this reſpeCt out ward or inwvard baptiſm? 
Wp The ſubject more naturally refers to inward, and the words 
at, | : flowing” 
28 ſcripture, ver. 16. Ariſe, ga- unte the way which leadeth from Jeruſalem to 
of Gaze mich is DESART, a dry deſolate place. ELITE 


ure, 
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following demonſtrate it herein alſo e are riſen with him 
through the faith of the eperation of God It their rifing with 
him, was to ſaith and holineſs, their dying and being buried 
with bim, was to unbelief and ſin— I be words of the apoſ- 
tle plainly expreſs the ſenſe of the text, Philip. iii. 10. That 
1 may know Him. and the power of his reſurredtion, and the fei- 
lowſhip of his ſufferings : being made conformable to his death. 
lf baptiſm reſets a piritual conformity to the death and 
reſurrection of Chriſt, this text proves prinlingy as much 


as dipping ; for that is az much an external conformity to 
them as this. {0a | - 


, 


Q. Doea not che 97 ſpeak in the ſame manner, Rom. 
vi. 3. 4. Know ve noi that, ſo, many of us.as were baptized inte 
Chrift, were baptized into his death ? Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptiſm into death. © 8 | 
A. Almoſt the ſame words, Sig, and the ſame-ſubjeCt < 
and the words following plainly ſhew the meaning, That ar 
Chrift was raiſed from the dead, even ſo we houid wall in 
newneſs of life making the death, burial and reſurrection 
of Chriſt, a Gimilitude to repreſent dying to fin and living 
to God, in true converſion, ſelf denial and holy practice. 


But if being þuried with Chriſt, by baptiſm, proves that 


thoſe who ate baptized mult be plunged, I chink it equally 

roves, that they muſt be plunged till they are drowned ; 
for the baptiſm bete ſpoken bp reſpecte death—and if it 
proves that they mult be buried in water, as Chriſt was in 


the ſepulchre, it as fully proves, that they mult be buried 
into death, or till they are dead. 


* 


Q. Your obſervations I cannot contradict : yet I wiſh to 
know whether you reject baptiſm by plunging, as contrary 
to ſcripture. ; a re | 
A. I do not: but my opinion, Sir, is, that thoſe texts 
which ate produced to ſupport bap:iſm by immerſion, when 
examined in the Greek,in which. the goſpel was firſt written, 
are ſodonbiful in their meaning, that we cannot certainly 
determine whether the apoſtles baptized by plunging or 
ſprinkling : thereiore I aſſett, that no text of ſcripture 
brought to prove it by immerſion only, fo tezches it, that it 
ought to be maintained as the only ſcriptural mode. 

Q Yer I:hink, Sir, you prefer ſprinkling ? 

A. I do, Sir. | 

Q_ I (houid te glad to know your reaſons ? | 
A Why, Sir, | think if it had been the deGgn of Chriſt, 
that baptiſm ſhould be adminiſtered in his church, only by 
immerſion, it would have been fo revealed in his word, that 


it might be demenſtrably proved, by afleition or conſe- 


quenge 


CONFERENCES on BAPTISM. 39 


quence to be the only mode; but as this cannot be clearly 
proved, I infer, that it is not the revealed will of Chriſt, 
that the ordinance ſhould be adminiſtered only in this ways, 
in his church—There are alſo othef conſideratione. 

Q And what are they?  *| 
A. Ithink, Sir, before we embrace any principle, we 
ovght, without prejudice, to conſider whatever may be ſaid 
in favour of it, and againſt it, and be governed by the ſtrong- 
eſt evidence. Agreeably'to this, we ovght to examine all 
the inſtances of baptiſm recorded in the New-Teftament. 
Hitherto we have confidered thoſe only which ſeem to favour 
baptiſm by plunging.—- Let us now attend to thofe which 
appear to fupport it by ſprinkling.— In this light we may 
conſider the baptifni of the three thouſand in one day, by 
the apoſtles. We cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe it was by 

lunging, as it was probably in the afternoon before they 

gan: and eſpecially as this'was in an wy or the temple. 
Acts ii. The apoſtle Paul was evidently baptized in the 
touſe of Tudas.—Cornelius and thoſe who were converted by 
the preaching of Peter, mult be ſuppoſed to have been bap- 
tized in bie hou/e.—The jailor and FA houſhold were bap- 
tized in the night and in priſon. — There is no reaſon to ſup- 

ole that there was a ſuſſicient quantity of water in theſe 

— for the purpoſe of dipping, therefore we ſeem to be 
under a neceſſity of concluding that they were ſprinkled. 

Q. But did not the Jews keep large quantitics. of water in 
their houſes, in which'they purified themſelves from ſuppoſ- 
ed uncleanneſs ? : 

A. What uſe had Cornelius, a Gentile, for ſuch things? 
Q. But does not the account of the jailor's baptiſm, af- 
ford reaſon to think, that he was plunged ? Is it not ſaid 
that he brought them out of priſon and was baptized, before 
he brought them to his Fouſe ?—-For what purpoſe. 28 this, 
but to go to a convenier.c place for baptiſm by dipping ? . 

A. He brought them out, and ver. 24 will teil you from 
what place—from the inner, into the outer priſon — Having 
received ſuch a charge, be thruſt them into the inner priſon, 
from thence he brought them into the outer, where they 
preached the word, he believed and was baptized; after 
which he brought them into his houſe, and ſet meat before 
them. Now when I conſider all the inftanceg of baptiſm, 
recorded in the New-Teftament, and compare them toge- 
ther, I find as many which ſupport baptiſm by ſprinkling, as 
are-produced to prove it by plunging. But there are. other 
reaſons which have confirmed me in my pieſcnt opinion. 

And what are they? 


A. The end and deſign of the ordinance, As baptiſm is 


— = - - — — 
e " T6 * 


r ne retreniiel 


— — 


_— 
— 


1 
— 


— — 


Capo A > —— —————— DT 
6 —— «4 AMET. * 2 EST 
*, = — 


40 CONFERENCES on BAPTISM. 
a ſeal of che covenant. between God and his people, the 
mode of adminiſtering it does not affect the natute of it. 
It ſeals he engagements of the parties, either by plunging 
of ſprinkling, But there are other things fignified by it. 
It appears to me, that thoſe pute and bleſſed influences of 
the Holy Spirit, which ſanctiſy and refreſh the fouls of men, 
are repreſented by this ordinance. The words of the apoſtle 
reſpe(t both the erdinance and thoſe influences which it 
repreſents, He /aved us by the walbing of regeneration and the. 
renewing e the Ho'y Gh which he (hed (poured) on us 
abundantly thro) Jeſus Chr I heſe divine influences were 
promiſed under the name and ſimilitude of rain: He ball 
come like the rain upon the moon graſs, as thowers that water 

the earth. I will pour evater on * that is thirſiy, and floods on 
the dry ground : 1 will pour my ſpirit upon thy leed. Then will I 
SPRINKLE Clean water on vou, and you ſhall be clean. As theſe 
divine influences are repreſented by baptiſm, I ibipk that 
manner of admmiftering ihe ordinance, which beſt agrees 
with the reprefentation of ſcripture, is to be preferred. Ag 
that repreſents ihem by rain, pouring and ſprinkling water, 
I think adminiitering baptiſm by iprinkling, more agreeable 
to [criptuce: deſcription, than plunging 3 for which reaſon I 
prefer hat mode of attending the ordinance. 

Q. Are thele, Sir, the oaly things ſignified by it? 

A. I think, Sir, it is an outward fign of pardon and 
cleanyfing, by ihe blood of Chriſt. Why tar rie thou ? ariſe 
and be baptized, and wath away thy fins. This was ar-cievily 
re pre ſæn ed by the ceremonial purifications of the law ſee 
Heb. 9. oe; took the bioad of the cal vet and goats, with water 
and ſcarlet wool and hyſep, and ſprinkied both the brokand all the 
people. He ſprinkled litetviſe the tabernacle and all the veſſels of 
the minifiry, In alluſion to this, the blood of Chtiſt us called, 
the blood of SPRINKLING —hence the reaſoning of the apoſtle, 
Tf the bicod of bulls and of goats, and the athes of an heiter, 
$PRINKLING tbe uncleun, ſunctiſteth to the purifying of "the 
Lell, how much mare ball the ſpriukling of the b/ood of Christ 
Purge your conſciences from dead works, Now as this in- 
ward purification is effected by applying the blood of Chriſt, 
which is called the SPRINKLING of the blood of Jeſus; I 
think beptiſm adminiſtered by /printiing belt agrees with the 
things ſignified by it, therefore I prefer it. 
| Theſe, Sir, are the reaſons which fix my opinion. I ſob» 
pit them to ſerious conſideration, not doubting, but that if 
you find baptiſm adminiſtered by ſprinkling, more agreeable 
ro the language aud example of ſcripture, and the bleſhiugs 
ſigniſied by it, han by plunging, you will unite with me iu 
it, With a ſati.hed mind. 
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